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DA’S OFFICE ASKS DELAY 
IN TRIAL OF CLA Y SHA W 

t 



Release of Endorsement j; 

of Autopsy Report Hit 

District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son’s office Friday asked a 
Criminal District Court judge 
for an indefinite delay in the ; 

Clay Shaw conspiracy trial ) 

scheduled to begin Tuesday. 

| Assistant DA James L. AI- 
cock asked for the indefinite 
continuance shortly after a 
federal judge demanded addi- 
tional evidence before he 
would order the release of 
autopsy photographs and X- 
rays of President John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

Just last month Alcock, in a 
television interview, said that 
the district attorney’s office 
could and would try Shaw for 
conspiring to kill Kennedy with- 
out the autopsy report and X- 
rays. 

The quote which was cited in 
an attempt by Shaw’s attorneys 
to get a change of venue follows: 

“We can and will try him 
without the autopsy report and 
X-rays.” 

Chief defense counsel F. 

Irvin Dymond said the defense 
will oppose the delay at the 
hearing set by Judge Edward 
A. Haggerty Jr. for 10 a.m. 
Monday. Judge Haggerty, who 
win preside over the trial if it 
does take place, said he will 
rule on the issue after the 
hearing. 

Among the delays since 



Shaw’s arrest on March i, i»>/, 
has been a six-month con- 
tinuance on the basis of prej- 
udicial publicity at the de- 
dense’s request. 

SURPRISE MOVE 
The llth-hour bombshell took 
all but Garrison’s most skeptical 
detractors off guard. 

Just several weeks ago Gar- 
rison, a persuasive speaker, 
set the trial date and an- 
nounced that nothing would 
stop him from going through 
with the case. 

He said he would have to be 
killed to be stopped. 

Alcock, Garrison’s most active 
assistant in court matters in- 
volving Shaw, filed the motion 
for the continuance with Judge 
Haggerty. 
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Continu ed from Page 1 
present when Alcock filed the 
.motion, and he received a copy. 

Garrison apparently was 
out of town, but Alcock sat 
in his chair and announced 
the delay request during a 
news conference in Garrison’s 
office. 

Reading a brief, but hard- 
hitting statement, Alcock ac- 
cused Clark of releasing only 
♦the autopsy evidence that fa- 
vored the defense and the War- 
ren Commission report. 

' He said the DA’s office can- 
'mot bring Shaw to trial until 
it has all the evidence it de- 
.sires. 

Garrison Is demanding pho- 
tographs and X-rays from the 
autopsy on Kennedy’s body. 

RECORDS IN ARCHIVES 
: These records were sealed in 
•the National Archives until 1971 
at the request of the Kennedy 
family. 

The clothes Kennedy wore 
.during the assassination are 
also sought by the DA’s office, 
Alcock said Friday. 

•v Some time after the news 
-‘conference, a federal judge in 
Washington, D.C., gave the 
DA’s office two weeks to de- 
* -cide whether to present evi- 
dence to warrant hls ordering 
the release of the records. 
-’Judge Charles W. Halleck, in 
General Sessions Court of the 
District of Columbia after more 
than two hours of hearings, 
granted the Orleans Parish dis- 
trict attorney’s office two weeks 
if .it desires to prove that the 
photograiyhs and X-rays taken 
before and during the autopsy 
of the late President Kennedy 
are “necessary and material” 
ift the prosecution of the alleged 
conspiracy case. 

: *Numa V. Bertel Jr., assistant 
^strict attorney of Orleans Par- 
ish, maintained in his argu- 
ments before Judge Halleck 
that the Orleans Parish district 
Attorney’s office has “substan- 
tial evidence indicating that the , 
photographs and X-rays will re- j 
yhal” that President Kennedy, 
jtfas struck by bullets fired from j 
at least two directions. *; •; . 
§ REVIEW OF REPORT 
♦ ;The Justice Department j 
tjiursday night disclosed that ( 
ap independent medical group 
bad examined the photographs 
And X-rays of the autopsy of the ' 
late President. The department . 
maintained that the photographs 



And X-rays showed that Presi- 
dent Kennedy was shot only 
friom behind. 

•JThe disclosure by the Justice 
department was in response to 
ihe demands for the exhibits by 
Uje Orleans Parish district at- 
torney, who wants the docu- 
ments for the prosecution of 
Shaw. 

Bertel, In support of a state- 
;iment filed by the Orleans 
•Parish district attorney’s of- 
fice with the Genera] Sessions 
jCourt in Washington, main- 
7 ! 



tained that the fatal head 
wounds were the result of l 
shots fired from the front of < 
President Kennedy. i 

The Orleans Parish district 
attorney’s written statement in- 
sists that the exhibits are neces- 
sary for the state of Louisiana 
for the purpose of proving the 
cause of the death of President 
Kennedy. i. 

Prior to the ruling of Judge 
Halleck, the jurist overruled the 
Department of Justice, which 
argued that the General Ses- 
sions Court in the District of 
Cofumbia lacked jurisdiction in 
the Louisiana case. 

ARGUMENTS HEARD 
Bertel maintained that the 
court did have jurisdiction. Aft- ' 
er considerable arguments of le- 
gal technicalities, Judge Hal- 
leck affirmed Bertel’s conten- 
tion. 

The case of the government 
was argued by Joseph Hannon, 
head of the Civil Division of the 
Department of Justice. 

Judge Halleck said that he 
was not denying that the state 
of Louisiana was entitled to 
the X-rays and photographs, 
but he said he wanted proof 
that they are vital in the 
prosecution of the case. 

Halleck said he wanted to 
give the Orleans Parish district 
attorney's office every opportu- 
nity to prove that the exhibits 
are material to the case. 

NO WITNESSES PRESENT 
He asked Bertel if he had any 
witnesses such as pathologists 
available to present testimony. 
The New Orleans attorney said 
he did not have any such wit- 
nesses immediately available. 

Halleck said he wanted to 
give District Attorney Garri- 
son every opportunity to sup- 
port the “unsworn statement” 
that he has substantial evi- 



dence that the late President t 
was struck by bullets from j 
two directions. .; j 

Dr. James B. Rhoads, archi- 
vist of the United States, who 
has official possession of the X- 
rays and photographs taken at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital in 
suburban * . Washington after 
President Kennedy’s body was 
flown from Dallas, was in the 
courtroom during the hearing. 

Rhoads has been directed to 
show cause Why an order should 
not be entered requiring him 
to appear as a witness in the 
Criminal District Court of Or- 
leans Parish. 

Rhoads has custody of 45 
photographs and 24 X-rays taken 
before and during the autopsy 
on Nov. 22, 1963, the day Presi- 
dent Kennedy was assassinated. 

OPPOSES APPEARANCE 
Rhoads opposes issuance of 
summons requiring his appear- 
ance at New Orleahs for any 
trial on the grounds that he has 
no personal knowledge of the 
facts relative to the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy. 



In the Warren Commission’s 
report, the medical testimony 
:oncluded that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was the lone assassin. 

The Warren Commission 
concluded that Kennedy was 
hit by bullets fired from above 
and from the rear, while 
Garrison claims that the fatal 
wound was inflicted from the 
front and that shots were fired 
from several directions. 
Departing from his prepared 
statement here Friday, Alcock 
announced his intention to sub- 
pena the doctor who signed 
Kennedy’s death certificate in 
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. 

He identified the doctor as 
Robert McClelland. Hie certifi- 
cate, which mentioned a gun- 
shot wound of the left temple, 
will also be subpenaed, Alcock 
said. 

CAUSE OF DEATH 
The certificate “lists the 
cause of death as massive head 
and brain damage due to a 
gunshot wound of the left 
temple. This point of evidence 
was apparently overlooked by 
Ramsey Clark’s panel of ex- 
perts,” Alcock said. 

The certificate was commis- 
sion exhibit 392, he said. “We 



